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writer's life and career may be gleaned. The name is
an odd one, a remnant of the intellectual snobbery of
the Reformation humanists : " Pontoppidan " is a
Latinization of the Danish " Broby ", " bridge-town ".
The family played a considerable part in the higher
life of Denmark. There was a famous Bishop, Erik
Pontoppidan, a stern upholder of orthodoxy in the
seventeenth century, who, in 1643, published the oldest
Danish Grammar in Latin; and another Erik
Pontoppidan, an equally orthodox pietist, published
exactly a hundred years later a novel, Meno%a9 of the
heroic and moralizing type which was then still
popular, a book about an Asiatic prince who wanders
through the world in search of Christians. This was
well enough known outside Denmark to tempt the
German poet, Lenz, to make a drama of it. The
novelist's grandfather and father were both clergymen,
and he was born at Fredericia in Jutland in 1857.
When he was six, his father was transferred to
Randers; and at the Latin school of that town the
boy received his education. In 1873 ^e ca&ie to
Copenhagen, where, after a year's preparation, he
entered the Polytechnic Institute with a view to a
career as an engineer. But his course was never
completed. On a walking-tour in Switzerland he
discovered his literary talent through falling in love;
and after some unsatisfying experience as a teacher,
he definitely resolved to make literature his profession.
This was in 1879, and his first book, St^kkede Viwger
(Clipped Wings\ came out in 1881. It is a collection
of stories, the most considerable of which, Kirkeskuden
(The Church Ship., i.e. the model of a ship hung up in
church), strikes one as a quite remarkable production
to have been written by a youth of twenty-two. The
book was sufficiently successful for Pontoppidan to
marry on the strength of it, and settle down to a very
modest existence in Ostby. His first wife, from whom
he was separated in 1891, came of pure peasant-stock ;
and in these years of his life Pontoppidan stood in the